
ENGLISH SUMMER READING ASSESSMENT 
Summer 2022 

DIRECTIONS: Students entering grade 9 are required to read a minimum of ONE book. 

Students should select at least one of the book titles on the list below. At the beginning of 

the school year, students will be asked to write about the book(s) they read over the 

summer, as well as select ONE of the assignments listed below to complete. Students 

should work on their note-taking skills to prepare for discussions and assessments. 

 

9TH GRADE SUMMER READING BOOK OPTIONS: 

     

     

 

 

NOTE: COPIES OF “The House on Mango Street” & “Inside Out & Back Again” 

ARE AVAILABLE FOR FREE AS A PDF. PDF’S CAN BE ACCESSED THROUGH 

SCHOOLOGY OR AS A HYPERLINK BELOW.  

‘The House on Mango Street’ By: Sandra Cisneros 

‘Inside Out & Back Again’ By: Thanhha Lai 

 

https://cdn5-ss3.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_4204286/Image/Grade9%20HouseOnMango.pdf
http://www.skylineschools.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/8-M1-Inside-Out-and-Back-Again.pdf


ASSIGNMENT OPTION: (choose one) REQUIRED ELEMENTS: 

Option 1: Netflix Pitch 

You will choose one of the summer 

reading books you read over the summer 

and write a “pitch” to Netflix explaining 

why/how they should turn your book into 

the next big TV series or movie. 

❏ Begin your pitch with a brief 

summary/overview of your book so that 

the Netflix producers will get a general 

sense of what it is about. 

❏ Then, explain whether or not the show 

should be a TV series or a movie and 

why. Don’t forget to include what genre 

the show/movie would fall under on 

Netflix. 

❏ Next, decide what/who the target 

audience for this show or movie would 

be (who would ideally watch/enjoy it) 

and why. 

❏ Consider what element(s) of the book 

the producers should keep the same 

and which they can remove or change 

in their adaption of the book into film. 

❏ Finally, choose three characters from 

your book and cast them with real life 

actors. Explain your casting 

recommendations to the producers and 

why you think these actors/actresses 

would help bring the characters to life 

on the screen. 

❏ End your pitch with a few concluding 

sentences to really “seal the deal” and 

sell your book to Netflix as the next big 

thing. 

Option 2: “Dear Librarian…” 

You will write a detailed letter to the 

school librarian explaining why she 

SHOULD or SHOULD NOT keep one of the 

books you chose on the 9th grade 

summer reading list for next year’s 

incoming freshmen class. 

❏ Begin your letter by addressing the 

subject and tell her a little bit about 

yourself as a reader (what types of 

books/genres you typically enjoy or 

dislike, your thoughts/feelings about 

summer reading, etc.) 

❏ Include a clear “thesis” that explains 

your stance (Ex: You should keep this 

book on the 9th grade summer reading 

list because… OR you should not keep 

this book on the 9th grade summer 

reading list because…) 

❏ Organize your letter into three 

paragraphs focusing on the three main 

reasons behind your overall 

recommendation. Consider any of the 



following element(s): 

❏ Were the characters, plot, 

language, setting, etc. relatable 

to 9th graders? 

❏ Was the plot interesting and 

engaging? 

❏ Did you connect to the 

characters? 

❏ Did it “fly by” or did it “drag on”? 

❏ What did you think of the ending? 

❏ Did it have a strong overall 

message for teenagers? 

❏ If not, what would you 

recommend that she replace the 

book on the list with? 

❏ End your letter by summarizing your main 

argument and wrapping up your overall 

recommendation. 

❏ Sign off the letter with your full name. 

Option 3: Mood Board 

You will use Google Slides to create a 

“mood board” filled with images, photos, 

colors, designs, etc. that combine to  

represent one of your summer reading 

books. You will also write an explanation 

behind your choices. 

❏ MOOD BOARD: Using Google Slides, layer 

a variety of colorful images to create a 

“mood board” (click here for an 

example) that represents the different 

characters, setting, plot, symbols, 

elements, etc. of your summer reading 

book. Make sure the title and author of 

your book are included on the slide. 

Think about what colors or types of 

images best represent the “mood” and 

overall vibe of your book (almost as if 

your book had its own Pinterest board). 

You could even add some of your 

favorite “quotes” from the book. 

❏ TIP: You can use this website to 

remove the background of 

Google images so they can be 

layered. 

❏ TIP: Select any image in Google 

slides, click “format options”, and 

add a “drop shadow” to help the 

images stand out on your slide. 

❏ EXPLANATION: Write 2-3 paragraphs 

(can be in a new Google Slide in the 

same presentation or a separate Google 

Doc) explaining the specific choices 

behind your mood board. Consider the 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hp8LeFTPU6yrpWJ70IjmZfVfegHWYNeq57WI5Zq91ZA/present
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hp8LeFTPU6yrpWJ70IjmZfVfegHWYNeq57WI5Zq91ZA/present
https://www.remove.bg/


following question(s): 

❏ Why did you choose those 

colors/fonts?  

❏ Why did you choose those specific 

images or quotes?  

❏ How did you represent the setting 

on your board? 

❏ Which specific characters or 

moments from your book did you 

choose to represent on your 

board? How?  

❏ Did you include any specific 

symbols from your book? If so, 

what do they mean or represent?  

❏ How did you attempt to “capture” 

the overall mood of your summer 

reading book? 

❏ OR anything else you wish to 

explain further and connect to 

your book. 

 
 

Summer Reading Directions 

Step 1: Students should select ONE of the texts listed above to read this summer. 

(Free PDF’s are available and hyperlinked above for two of the provided texts) 

Step 2: Students are encouraged to practice their annotating skills while reading to prepare 

for in-class discussions and assignments when they come back to school. 

Step 3: Students will complete one of the assignments listed above in class at the beginning 

of the school year. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to the English Department Chair, Dr. 

Jason Bowman at jbowman2@bcps.org 

mailto:jbowman2@bcps.org

